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Literacy 

On-going: Spelling, Handwriting, Reading 

Children should read for at least 20 minutes each night and record their reading in their reading records.  

Fantasy story: Children will be reading and analysing ‘Skellig’ by David Almond.  We will explore the meaning of the text through drama and 

through writing a variety of texts, including diary entries and letters.  We will also explore aspects of the author's style, for example 

themes, settings and characters. 

Guided Reading: During guided reading sessions, children will either read ‘The Diary of a Killer Cat’ by Anne Fine or ‘Goodnight Mr. Tom’ by 

Michelle Magorian.  

Poetry: We will study a range of poems, focusing on the use of imagery to build a picture in the reader’s mind.  We will then create a poem 

from the stimulus of a winter scene.  

Science 

In Science we will be learning about light. Through investigation, we 

will learn how light travels and enables us to see and how shadows 

are cast. We will pose questions and make careful observations. 

There will be a strong focus on using scientific language to explain 

what we have discovered.  
 
 
 

Numeracy 

The focus of mathematics teaching in Year 5 is to ensure that pupils extend 

their understanding of the number system and place value to include larger 

numbers and to develop the connections pupils make between multiplication 

and division with fractions, decimals, percentages and ratio.  Children will 

develop their ability to solve a wider range of problems, including 

increasingly complex properties of numbers and arithmetic, and problems 

demanding efficient written and mental methods of calculation.  Pupils will 

also be introduced to the language of algebra as a means for solving a 

variety of problems. Teaching in geometry and measures will consolidate and 

extend knowledge developed in number.  Finally, pupils will classify shapes 

with increasingly complex geometric properties and learn the vocabulary 

they need to describe them. 

 
                       
 
 
 
 
 

Art/ DT 

In Art we will begin by looking at the Artist Frida Kahlo. We will 

discuss her work and create self-portraits that reflect our 

interests. We will also learn new techniques used in drawing from 

observation and imagination.  

Using imagery from different decades, we will create a collage 

which will show changes in patterns and design through the 

decades. 

Later in the term, we will learn different stitches and use 

applique techniques to customise a disco outfit. To celebrate, we 

will have our own class disco. 

In DT, children will be looking at how food has changed in Britain 

since WW2. The children will learn about traditional British 

dishes and follow a recipe to make cottage pie.  

Computing 

This term we are learning about e-safety with a particular focus 

on how to keep safe through social media and playing online games. 

Also, we will look at digital literacy and children will use various 

media to present their work. Later in the topic we will identify, 

explain and correct logic errors and syntax errors in their own 

and others programs using Programmable Robots.  
 

P.E  

Children will have two PE lessons each week: on a Monday 

and a Tuesday.  

On Mondays the children will be taught by Mr. Spadaccini 

and this term will be focusing on developing skills in 

netball. 

On Tuesdays the children will have swimming lessons at 

Swiss Cottage so please ensure they have their swimming 

kit with them.  

 

RE  

The children will be learning about the meaning of faith and 

questioning what it looks like. After half term we will focus on birth 

rites and rituals in Christianity and other religions. Near Christmas 

we will look at the conflicts between commercial Christmas and the 

true meaning. We will also focus on the Christian values of our school 

and how these affect the way we make choices. 

Geography  

We will look at the human changes in Britain due to migration. The 

children will learn about the Empire Windrush and map its journey to 

Britain.   

  

 

Topic 

Our topic this term is all about Modern Britain. The children will learn about significant events and changes to the country from the end of 

the Second World War right up to modern day Britain. We will look at changes in music, fashion, leisure time and food.   
 

PSHE 

Children will be learning about our rights and how we should 

respect these within the classroom. The children will also learn 

about how to develop learning strategies and help them to cope. 

After half term the children will learn about friendship and drug 

education.  

Music 

The children will be taught music by Mrs Waller-Box and will learn 

how to play a brass instrument.   

 

History 

In History we will be learning about why the Empire Windrush 

embarked on its journey to Britain. We will then continue to look at 

the changes that have occurred in Britain in each of the following 

decades to modern day and the impact this has on our lives.   


