
                                                                   

    

    

    

 
  

Emmanuel Primary School 

Quartz Topic Sheet 

Autumn Term I 2016 

Topic: The Victorians 
 

LITERACY 

On-going: Spelling, Handwriting, Guided Reading.   

Children should read for at least 20 minutes each night and record their reading in their reading records. This year 

we will have a ‘Book Club’ to enhance the children’s enjoyment of reading as well as exposing them to high quality 

children’s literature. This half term we will be reading ‘The Wreck of Zanzibar’ by Michael Morpurgo.  

During Guided Reading the children will be reading a range of high quality short-stories to develop their 

comprehension skills.  

Street Child: This term the children will be studying the story of Street Child in depth. They will be creating a 

range of different text types based on the characters, setting and plot of the story.  

Poetry: We will be using a picture of a Victorian work house as a stimulus for emotive poetry. We will also create 

some playful poetry by looking at a poem titled, ‘My Cat’.  

Spelling: This will continue to be a revision of the spelling patterns taught in Y5/6 and the words from the list.  

SCIENCE 

Light: Children will identify sources of light and revise that light travels in straight lines and opaque objects form 

shadows.  Children will also learn that to see, light needs to enter the eye.  Children will plan and carry out 

investigations on light reflection and refraction, practising a range of skills including planning a fair test, 

presenting results and drawing conclusions. 

 

 
 

NUMERACY 

Children will extend their understanding of the number system 

and place value to include larger numbers.  They will develop the 

connections between multiplication and division with fractions, 

decimals, percentages and ratio.  Pupils will also develop their 

ability to solve a wide range of problems, which demand efficient 

written and mental methods of calculation.   

Each term, children will study aspects of place value; addition and 

subtraction; multiplication and division; fractions (including 

decimals and percentages); measurement; geometry (properties of 

shapes and position and direction) and statistics. 

 

 
 

                       
 
 
 
 
 

DT 

Victorian Dolls’ Houses 

Linking with our topic ‘The Victorians’, children will 

investigate and evaluate Victorian dolls’ houses.  They will 

then develop success criteria for their own Victorian dolls’ 

house, before designing and making their own product using a 

range of materials.  Finally, children will evaluate their 

finished product against the original success criteria.  

COMPUTING 

Children will learn how to use a variety of digital tools to 

create and edit presentations including PowerPoint, Prezi and 

Popplet.  Children will choose one of these pieces of software 

to create a presentation on the Victorians, 

P.E  

Children will have two PE lessons each week: 

on Mondays and Wednesdays. 

In Autumn term, children will attend 

swimming lessons on a Wednesday 

afternoon.  They should bring with them 

their swimming suit/trunks, a towel, 

swimming cap and goggles. On Mondays, 

children will be taught by a specialist PE 

coach, they will be developing their netball 

and basketball skills.  
 

RE  

Children will learn how religious buildings 

exemplify the beliefs and values of religious 

communities.  They will explore how signs, symbols 

and metaphors are used to extend and deepen 

religious understanding. 

HISTORY 

The Victorians: A turning point in history. 

As part of our topic on the Victorians, children 

will explore the lives of Victorian children, 

including their work in workhouses.  Pupils will also 

find out how attitudes changed towards children 

and research the people who are remembered for 

their part in these changes including Lord 

Shaftesbury.  Finally, children will find out what 

life was like in a Victorian school and they will 

experience this first-hand with a visit to the 

Ragged Museum! 
 

PSHE 

We will develop our personal and social skills through the 

topics of creating a happy and caring classroom and 

friendship.   


