
                                                                   

    

    

    

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Emmanuel Primary School 

Sapphire and Amber Topic Sheet 

Spring I 2017 

Topic: Ancient Greeks 
 

LITERACY 

On-going: Spelling, handwriting and guided reading.   

The literacy topics for this half-term include explanation texts and ‘playful’ poetry.  In guided reading, we will read 

‘Matilda’ by Roald Dahl and towards the end of the half term, our writing will be based on this text.  As a school, we 

are using Pie Corbett’s ‘Talk for Writing’ initiative and the teaching for each text-type follows four stages: 

1. Imitation: Children orally learn a ‘mentor text’ using a picture sequence and images, which helps them to internalise 

new vocabulary and sentence structures.  Children also ‘box-up’ the text; identifying key words and information in each 

paragraph. 

2. Innovation: As a class, we produce a ‘shared’ piece of writing utilising the new vocabulary and sentence structures 

learnt but on a different topic.  Children then work together to edit and improve the shared piece of writing. 

3. Imitation: Children independently write and edit their own text on a new topic.  

4. Application: Children write and edit their own text linked to an area of the curriculum they are currently studying. 
 

SCIENCE 

Science Skills 

This half term we will practise a variety of scientific skills 

including asking relevant questions, making systematic 

observations, recording results, presenting data and drawing 

simple conclusions.  These skills will be applied in a range of 

experiments including, ‘Rainbow Sweets’ and ‘Squirty Bottles’. 

 
 

NUMERACY 

The focus of teaching in Year 4 is to ensure that pupils become 

increasingly fluent with whole numbers and the four operations.  

During the year, children will develop efficient written and mental 

methods and will calculate with increasingly large numbers.  Pupils 

will develop their ability to solve a range of problems and use their 

reasoning skills to explain their mathematical thinking.  Each term, 

children will study aspects of place value; addition and 

subtraction; multiplication and division; fractions (including 

decimals); measurement; geometry (properties of shapes and 

position and direction) and statistics.  By the end of Year 4, 

pupils must know the multiplication tables and division facts up 

to and including 12 x 12. 

 

 
 

                       
 
 
 
 
 

ART 

Linking with our study of the Ancient Greeks, 

children will study the design of Greek vases; 

using their sketchbook to collect ideas and 

develop a plan for their completed work.  They 

will design their own Greek vase before making 

it using clay.  They will create different 

effects using scratch paper to decorate their 

vase. 

 

Computing 

Children will learn how to use the computer program ‘Scratch’.  They will create, test and modify sequences of 

instructions to achieve a range of outcomes.   
 

P.E  

Children will have a PE lesson every Thursday 

taught by a specialist PE teacher, Mr 

Spadaccini. This half-term, children will 

develop their indoor athletics skills and fitness 

and dance skills.  We will also attend weekly 

swimming lessons at Swiss Cottage Leisure 

Centre every Tuesday (Sapphire)/Wednesday 

(Amber) afternoon.  

 

RE  

Our topic this half-term is on Islamic worship, 

festivals and practises.  Children will find out 

about the Mosque as a place of worship, 

including the role of the Imam in the 

community and the call to prayer.  They will 

also learn about the Five Pillars of Islam and 

about home life in the Muslim community. 

 

HISTORY 

Ancient Greece 

Our topic for this half term is all about the Ancient Greeks: we 

will study their life, achievements and their influence on the 

western world.  We will learn about the Greek Gods and 

Goddesses; research the events at the original Olympic Games; 

find out how democracy worked in Ancient Greece and explore the 

theatre culture in Ancient Greece.  We will celebrate the end of 

our topic with a ‘Greek Day’ in school! More details to follow soon. 

PHSCE  

Children will develop their personal and social 

skills by exploring how they learn well and how 

to find solutions to a range of problem. 

 


