
                                                                   

    

    

    

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Emmanuel Primary School 

4w Topic Sheet 

Autumn I 2017 

Topic: World War II 
 

LITERACY 

On-going: Spelling, handwriting and guided reading.   

In guided reading, we will read ‘The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips’ by Michael Morpurgo, which is set during World 

War II.  The literacy topic for this half-term is ‘warning stories’.  As a school, we are using Pie Corbett’s ‘Talk for 

Writing’ initiative and the teaching for each text-type follows four stages: 

1. Imitation: Children orally learn a ‘mentor text’ using a picture sequence and images, which helps them to internalise 

new vocabulary and sentence structures.  Children also ‘box-up’ the text; identifying key words and information in each 

paragraph.  

2. Innovation: As a class, we produce a ‘shared’ piece of writing utilising the new vocabulary and sentence structures 

learnt but on a different topic.  Children then work together to edit and improve the shared piece of writing. 

3. Imitation: Children independently write and edit their own text on a new topic.  

4. Application: Children write and edit their own text linked to an area of the curriculum they are currently studying. 
 

SCIENCE 

Electricity 

In this unit, children will identify common appliances that run on 

electricity before constructing a simple series electrical circuit, 

identifying and naming its basic parts.  Pupils will also be taught to 

identify whether a lamp will light in a simple series circuit, based 

on whether or not the lamp is part of a complete loop with a 

battery; recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit and 

identify some common conductors and insulators. 

 

NUMERACY 

The focus of teaching in Year 4 is to ensure that pupils become 

increasingly fluent with whole numbers and the four operations.  

During the year, children will develop efficient written and mental 

methods and will calculate with increasingly large numbers.  Pupils 

will develop their ability to solve a range of problems and use their 

reasoning skills to explain their mathematical thinking.  Each term, 

children will study aspects of place value; addition and 

subtraction; multiplication and division; fractions (including 

decimals); measurement; geometry (properties of shapes and 

position and direction) and statistics.  By the end of Year 4, 

pupils must know the multiplication tables and division facts up 

to and including 12 x 12. 

 

 
 

                       
 
 
 
 
 

ART 

Linking with our topic of World War II, our 

focus in art will be on drawing landscapes.  We 

will explore how scenes of The Blitz have been 

portrayed by different artists before creating 

our own scenes of the Blitz, practising the 

skills of drawing accurately from observation, 

using a range of medium for effect and using 

colour to build depth in our landscape scenes. 

 

Computing 

In computing this half-term, children will learn how they can stay 

safe online when using search engines and use roamers to develop 

their computer science skills. 

P.E  

Children will have a PE lesson every Monday 

taught by a specialist PE teacher, Mr 

Spadaccini. This half-term, children will play 

the competitive games of netball and 

basketball, applying the basic principles 

suitable for attacking and defending. We will 

also attend weekly swimming lessons at Swiss 

Cottage Leisure Centre every Tuesday 

afternoon. 

 

 

RE  

Our topic this half-term is ‘People from the 

Old Testament’. Children will learn about how 

the beliefs in God affected the actions of 

people in the Old Testament; such as Noah and 

Moses 

HISTORY 

World War II 

Our topic for autumn term is World War II.  This half-term, we 

will explore the reasons for the outbreak of the war; locate the 

countries involved on a world map; find out about evacuation and 

rationing and we will learn about The Battle of Britain and The 

Blitz.  There will also be a class trip to the Imperial War Museum; 

more details to follow. 

PHSCE 

Children will develop their personal and social 

skills by agreeing a class charter and they will 

also find out what makes a healthy lifestyle; 

exploring how they can take more responsibility 

for their own health. 


