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13th March 2020 

Dear parents and carers, 

 
Re: Coronavirus COVID–19 advice for schools  
   
The situation regarding coronavirus (COVID-19) is concerning for us all so I wanted to update you on our plan to 
minimise the impact on children’s learning as part of the ‘Delay phase’.  

At present, the Government has decided not to close schools. However, it is possible that schools may be told to 
close in the near future.  In the event that we are instructed to close the school, you will be informed of 
arrangements at the earliest opportunity.  We are currently working on plans for home learning should this 
occur.   

We suggest that parents and carers consider plans for the care of their children should the school be closed. To 
emphasise: we have not been told that this is going to happen; it is just important to think ahead.  

We continue to monitor and follow PHE advice daily, while continuing to operate our school day as normal as 
possible, keeping an informed, calm perspective.   Where needed, we are making reasonable and proportionate 
adjustments. 

 Class assemblies will go ahead as planned with parents still able to attend, however, we will limit the 
number of children in the hall so that it is not overcrowded with parents and children.  

 The Y2 cake sale will be postponed till later in the term.  

 At this moment in time, we are expecting Parents Evening to go ahead. 

 The Department for Education is not currently advising against domestic trips for children organised by 
schools and therefore at present, we will continue with any planned trips.  

We have ensured that staff and children are appropriately informed, including all-important messages about 
good hygiene, hand-washing and use of tissues.  I am sure you will have heard from your child that Dr Chris from 
‘Operation Ouch’ delivered a special assembly last Friday on coronavirus. Children are also reminded 
throughout the day about washing their hands.  

 
The latest directive from Public Health England can be read here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-
covid-19-information-for-the-public 
 

 
 
Emmanuel School is following this advice and we ask all families to do the same. As such: 
 
- Please inform the school if the above applies to you via the school office, at the earliest opportunity. 
- Sneezing and a runny nose are not symptoms of the virus so if your child had these symptoms they can still 
come to school. 
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- If you have been in close and direct contact with someone who has tested positive for the virus, you should 
stay at home and self-isolate for 14 days; this applies to children also.  This is only the case if the person has 
tested positive for the virus not if they suspect they may have the virus. 
 
Please note that the school cannot diagnose your child’s symptoms.  If your child is unwell and has symptoms 
that concern you, you should call 111 to seek advice.  Below are links to the information about coronavirus from 
Public Health England.  This is the advice we are following. 
 
Updates on COVID-19: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
 
Guidance for educational settings: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-
settings-about-covid-19 
 
Travel advice for those travelling and living overseas: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus 
 
The DfE’s helpline for schools, staff, students, parents, carers can be accessed by phone or email: 
Phone: 0800 046 8687     Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk  
 

Please understand that this is a rapidly-changing situation.  The school will continue to keep you informed and 
in the meantime, we thank you for your ongoing support.  

With kind regards, 

 

Miss K Fitzsimmons  
Headteacher 
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