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Monday 23rd March 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you and your child/ren are keeping well and have survived day 1. I am writing to keep you updated and 
to share with you some key messages.  
 
You will have seen in the news at the weekend the clear message that children of key workers must only come 
to school if there is absolutely no other option. Every child who can be safely cared for at home should be kept 
at home. In light of this, we have asked the identified parents to now re-consider their situation. The key 
message is that we need to limit the number of children and staff in school as much as possible to limit the 
chance of the virus spreading. The health and safety of our children and of our staff is the priority.  
 
As you know, we have sent home enough work (and uploaded it to our school website) for the next two weeks, 
including a list of websites you can use during the closure.  Home learning tasks will be updated as time goes on 
and we will inform you of these updates via email.   
 
Whilst we are encouraging children to do some home learning each day, first and foremost, our children need to 
feel comforted and loved; to feel that everything is going to be okay. Like some adults, they may well be feeling 
anxious at this time and to support them, you might need to put the timetable to one side and focus on their 
well-being. We have uploaded resources onto our school website under ‘Home Learning’ to help you with this 
but if you have any specific concerns, do email Mrs Watkins, our school ELSA, at 
wellbeing@emmanuel.camden.sch.uk   
 
We appreciate that some parents will be looking after their children whilst at the same time working from home 
and this may be particularly challenging.  We have endeavoured to give you activities that the children can 
access independently but please don’t put undue pressure on yourselves as a family; some days it will be 
enough to take turns to read stories, play games, bake and simply talk to one another.  Please don’t worry about 
your child’s academic progress at this moment in time; when we are back in the classroom, we can focus on 
their attainment and progress.  For the moment, your child’s mental health and well-being is the priority; how 
they felt during this time will stay with them long after the memory of what activities they completed during 
these weeks.  
 
If your family is facing financial difficulties at this time, and you would benefit from the support of a local food 
bank,  please see the list on our school website under ‘Home Learning’.  The DfE are currently finalising plans to 
distribute vouchers to families who are entitled to free school meals. Once we have more clarity on this, we will 
inform those parents directly.  
 
We will continue to be in contact as and when developments arise. In the meantime, wishing you all good 
health.  
 
With kind regards, 

 
Miss K Fitzsimmons  
Headteacher 
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