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Thursday 23rd April 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We hope you have all stayed safe and well over Easter and had time for a ‘break’ after a very 
unsettling end to the spring term.  Monday marked the official start of the summer term, however I 
know it does not feel like that. As the situation continues, I recognise that for many of us it becomes 
difficult to differentiate one day from another. Nevertheless, the school is still open for the children of 
critical key workers and others, and teachers are still working hard to set lessons in order to provide 
lots of opportunities for children to continue with some learning. The children who are in school are 
following the same activities as you at home, as well as having other enrichment opportunities.  
 
We are aware that it is a challenging time for many of you, including those who are sick, caring for 
someone who is sick or vulnerable, those facing financial uncertainty, loneliness and those trying to 
balance working themselves whilst also supporting their children. We are aware of this and have a 
great deal of empathy for you.  Our staff are facing the same difficulties and challenges too so it is a 
tough time for all of us and we can all only try our best. There are no rules in these unprecedented 
times.  
 
I am aware that due to each and every family facing different circumstances, the home learning that 
we have provided may suit some families and not others. This is the case nationally. I ask that you 
respect the school’s decisions and remember we too are in unchartered territory and are doing our 
best to manage the situation as best we can as a small one form-entry primary school. For some of 
you, there may be too much work and for others, there may too little.  Please remember we are not 
asking you to be teachers but we are providing you with resources so that your child/ren can continue 
to learn as much as possible. Please still incorporate the many lovely ideas we shared before the 
holiday e.g. cooking, sewing, art, and music if that is where your strengths lie. If you do not complete 
any or all of the work set, that is okay, please do not worry. 
 
Thank you to those who have taken the time to thank the staff for their hard work with the home 
learning lessons and for those that have shared some really useful feedback in a positive way. From 
next week, following feedback from parents, teachers will use a white background and a font that is 
easier to read. Teachers love a jazzy colour and an animation when they teach (ask the children!) but 
we realise this does not translate well if you are printing the resources so we are happy to listen and 
make such changes.  If you need a print out of the resources, as we said before Easter, please drop the 
office an email and we can print them for you so that you can collect them from school.  
 
Teachers will continue to do all that they can to ensure that tasks set are accessible to the children and 
explained in a clear way that will enable you to support their learning if necessary. As you will know, 
the BBC has produced resources and the government has introduced resources via the ‘Oak National 
Academy’ to support schools and parents.  Our teachers will link to these sites, and others, where 
relevant in their lessons but you can also use the resources to supplement what your child is learning 
or use them instead of what our teachers are producing.  Do what feels best for your child/ren. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons    
https://www.thenational.academy/ 
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The government has announced that the lockdown will continue until at least Thursday 7th May. There 
will be further reviews and so we cannot be certain when schools will open and how we will be asked 
to function once we do open.  Please rest assured that we will continue to evaluate and consider other 
options for home learning as time goes on.  We appreciate your patience and understanding with this. 
 
Beginning next week, for children to have more contact with their teacher and friends, we will 
implement the following: 
 
Phone Calls 
Next week, during school hours, your child’s class teacher will telephone you to speak to your child to 
see how they are getting on with home learning and if there is anything further that can be done to 
support them. If you receive a call from an ‘unknown’ or ‘No caller ID’ number it may well be your 
child’s teacher. Phone calls will last approximately 5-10 minutes and if the teacher cannot get through, 
they will try again at another time so do not worry if you miss their call. 
 
Zoom ‘Class Catch-Up’ 
We are also aware that children are missing interacting with their teacher and their classmates. From 
next week, teachers will be holding ‘Class Catch-Up’ Zoom chats in groups of ten children, which will 
simply follow the order of the register.  This is an informal offer for children to chat to their teacher 
and their friends about what they have been up to during the week. They will last approximately 15 
minutes and we will send an email to your registered parent email address with a ‘Zoom invite’.  You 
simply click on the link at the allotted time and follow the instructions in the email. These ‘Class Catch-
Ups’ will replace the weekly class newsletter each Friday to the children. We have attached a ‘pupil 
guide to Zoom’, which we would like parents to read with their child in preparation for the Zoom ‘Class 
Catch-Up’.  Please see below when your class Zoom will be. The Zoom invite email will have more 
details of the times. If you do not want your child to participate in the Zoom ‘Catch-Up’ please could 
you let the office know by 2pm on Friday 24th April.  
 

Nursery Monday mornings between 10am and 12pm 

Reception Thursday mornings between 10am and 12pm 

1G Monday afternoons between 1.30 and 3.30pm 

2W Wednesday mornings between 10am and 12pm 

3P Tuesday mornings between 10am and 12pm 

4G Thursday afternoons between 1.30 and 3.30pm 

5W Wednesday afternoons between 1.30 and 3.30pm 

6Mc Tuesday afternoons between 1.30 and 3.30pm 

 
 
Wishing you all good health.  
 

 
Miss K Fitzsimmons  
Headteacher 

  


