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WEEK 2



WALT: write a fantasy narrative
In the film, the dreamgiver picks different items that he 
cracks the dream egg on. These items then come alive in 

the children’s dreams.

Pick 4 different items from around your house that have a special 
meaning to you. It could be a football, your favorite game, a special 

photo.



WALT: write a fantasy narrative
You are going to write your own dream sequence based on one of your items. Below I have planned 

some ideas based upon a Lego man. Have a go at planning your own narrative using one of your 
objects – use the ideas below to help you

Everyone turns to Lego

My house is a Lego house and the floor
Is made from the green Lego base board

I have to escape the Lego world before I am put 
back into the Lego box.

I use the Lego kit to make a motorbike

I have to creep around without the humans
discovering me – like Toy Story!

I drive the motorbike around the
bedroom to try to escape



WALT: write a fantasy narrative

Task:
Draw your own story mountain and add as much detail as possible into 
your own dream sequence. Think of the problem that happens in your 
dream sequence and how this could be resolved. See my example on 
the next page – it isn’t finished but it will give you an idea!



• Nighttime
• Quiet except for 

the breathing of 
the children

• Everything giant
• The floor is all 

bumpy like the 
Lego board

• Where am I?
• I look and my body is yellow and I cannot
move properly
• I see the children sleeping like giants 

above me

• I don’t want to be trapped forever as  
Lego man, so I realise I must wake the 
children up.

• Pieces of Lego are scattered around 
me – I decide to build a motorbike

• The sun is peeking through the curtains – I do 
not have much time left





WALT: write a fantasy narrative
Go through your plan from yesterday.

Could you improve it by adding extra detail into it? – think about 
adjectives to describe where your narrative takes place.

Aim to add 5 more details into your plan in a different colour.



Today you are going to write your narrative using your plan
I want you to focus on using difference sentence 
lengths in your narrative. Look at my example:

I opened my eyes. Straight away, I realized that something 
was different. I attempted to look around the room but 
something was wrong with my neck. My body was stiff – it 
wouldn’t move properly. Slowly and with apprehension, I 
looked at my reflection in a nearby discarded spoon. I wasn’t 
myself anymore – I was a Lego character. Looking around, I 
notice that I am in a world of giants and I am like an ant. 
Thoughts bombarded my Lego-brain. What should I do? Will 
I be forever stuck like this in this plastic world? I must find a 
way to escape. 



Below, I have unpicked some of the features of a narrative to help you
I opened my eyes. Straight away, I realized that 

something was different. I attempted to look around the 
room, but something was wrong with my neck. My body 
was stiff – it wouldn’t move properly. Slowly and with 

apprehension, I looked at my reflection in a nearby 
discarded spoon. I wasn’t myself anymore – I was a 

Lego character. Looking around, I notice that I am in a 
world of giants and I am like an ant. Thoughts 

bombarded my Lego-brain. What should I do? Will I be 
forever stuck like this in this plastic world? I must find a 

way to escape.

Short sentence
Adverbial opener

Conjunction to extend
the sentence 2 adverbials

to give detail
using a comma

‘ing’ opener

Simile

Short sentence to finish

Two questions to
move the action
forward.



WALT: write a fantasy narrative
Task: To use your plan to write your own fantasy narrative based upon a household object.

Practise toolkit:
• Perfect full stops and 

capital letters
• Use and, but and so to 

add detail into your 
sentence

• Use 1 short sentence
• Use a question – using a 

? correctly

Stretch toolkit:

• Use a combination of short 
and long sentences

• Vary sentence openers – at 
least 1 ’ing’ and 1 ‘ed’ 

opener
• Perfect paragraphs for 
each section of your plan

• Sequence of two questions 
– using a ? To punctuate 

these

Challenge toolkit:
• Start and end it with a short 

sentence – no more than 4 
words

• A variety of different 
adverbials at the start and 

in the middle of the 
sentences

• Interesting adjectives 
• Use a simile





WALT: apply our reading skills
When we are reading, we use lots of difference skills to understand and 
make sense of what we are reading. These difference skills are below:

Vocabulary 
Infer
Predict
Explain
Retrieve
Summarise



Have a go at applying some of these 
reading skills in the following text:





ANSWERS





WALT: build tension in our writing

Watch up to 3.38 (the eyes in the cave).
How is tension built up so that the people watching are on edge and 

think that something bad may happen?



WALT: build tension in our writing
Tension – the state of being on edge and 
wanting to read or watch more.

The film builds tension by:

- The use of the dark, old and ‘unknown’
- Making you think that everything is okay –

the butterflies fly around
- The use of skeletons and ancient faces 

watching the main character
- The slow movement of the characters
- The huge eyes appearing out of the 

darkness – we do not know who they are.



The ‘bare bones’ of the story – the key events 

To sequence the key events in the dream sequence (2.17 – 2.38)– and 
add detail to ‘flesh’ out your events.

Practise and Stretch - See the next page for the starting and the end 
points.

Practise :
Use the ‘bare bones’ table 

from the next page and 
draw a picture for each 

part of the story.

Stretch :
Use the ‘bare bone’s table 
and add specific detail to 

make the writing more 
interesting

Challenge :
Watch the dream sequence 

and plot out the key parts of the 
story, adding interesting detail 
including exciting verbs and 

adjectives.



The ‘bare bones’
1 The egg is kicked off the bed.

2
3
4
5
6
7 Two huge eyes appear in the darkness





WALT: build tension in our writing
Read the extract from a scary story below – what creates tension in the 

story?



WALT: build tension in our writing
Tension techniques – here is a list below on different ways to create tension in your writing:
• Detailed descriptions of the surroundings
• ‘Empty’ words – to keep the reader guessing
• Short, shocking sentences
• Subordinate clauses to keep the reader waiting 
• Physical reactions from the character – things the character does because of 

what’s happening
• Interesting, powerful verbs
• Repetition



WALT: build tension in our writing
Read the extract from a scary story below – what creates tension in the 

story?

Very short sentences

Verb choices

Extended sentence

Character’s reaction

Empty words

Verb choices

Surroundings
descriptionRepetition



Some examples of how to use tension techniques
Describe the surroundings –
use the dark and weather

‘Everywhere was pitch black, I could hear the wind rustled the trees. My 
eyes could make out the empty stretch of land before me.’

‘Empty words’ – to keep the 
audience guessing

‘There it was in the distance. Its disfigured shape swayed in the breeze. 
The monster’s eyes shone in the darkness.’

Short, shocking sentences –
to quicken the pace

I looked left. Nothing. I looked to my right. Nothing. A twig broke in the 
distance. There it was.

Extended sentences – to 
vary the pace

Swallowing hard, the dry air clogged my throat, making it almost 
impossible to breathe.

Physical reactions – show 
how the character reacts

A bead of sweat ran down my pale face. My heart beat quicker and 
quicker making my lungs work extra hard.

Interesting, powerful verbs –
to move action

A sound suddenly shattered the deathly silence. The wind hammered my 
ivory face.

Repetition – to scare the 
reader

Drip. Drip. Drip



Have a go at writing examples of each of the tension techniques, 
based on the dream sequence that we looked at last lesson.

Practise :
Write 1 example of:
• A short sentence

• Description of the setting
• How the character 

reacts
• An extended sentence

Stretch :
Write your example of 

each of the techniques, 
using my examples to help 

you. Make sure they are 
based upon the dream 

sequence in the film.

Challenge :
Use the techniques to write a 

paragraph based on the 
dream sequence. Think about 
how you will combine these 

techniques to make a suspense 
narrative.


