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Lesson 1 - WALT: understand the features of a news article
A newspaper report needs to…

Be about an interesting event; Capture the reader’s attention;

Present factual information; Be succinct and to the point;

It is important that 
newspaper reports have 

the most important 
information coming first. 

This is called front-
loading.

When the reader reads a 
newspaper report, they 

should be given the 
essential information 
first, so that they can 
decide if they wish to 

read more.



Headline and byline

Headline and byline

Lead

Body

Tail

For a good headline, you need 
to:
• Catch the reader’s attention 

so they want to read the rest 
of the report;

• Sum up the story in a few 
words;

• Use powerful and interesting 
language;

• Write in the present tense –
even if the report is about 
an event that has already 
happened;

• Include alliteration or wit at 
times.

For a good byline, you need:
• The writer’s name;
• The writer’s speciality (for 

example, Sports reporter, Food 
correspondent, Crime editor, 
Deputy politic editor, Senior 
fashion reporter);

• A link to the writer’s Twitter 
account (for example, 
@dgoodman).



Lead
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For a good lead paragraph, you need 
to;
• Make the paragraph short and 

snappy so that it briefly explains 
what has happened;

• Ensure that, even if the reader 
stopped reading at this point, they 
would still know roughly what 
happened;

• Use past tense in most cases;

• Make sure the first paragraph 
answers as many of these six 
questions as you can –

Who? What? Where? Why? When? 
How?



Be sure to use correct 
punctuation for 

quotes!

Having quotes 
from witnesses 

or experts
will make your 

report more 
credible and 
interesting. 

Body
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Lead

Body

Tail

For a good body section, you 
need to:
• Add more information and 

detail to your lead paragraph;
• Include background 

information, evidence, facts 
and quotes from people 
involved in or connected to 
the event/story;

• Continue to write in order of 
importance, putting the most 
important information in the 
first few paragraphs of the 
body section.



This ‘Tail’ 
information can be 
useful but is not 
always needed. It 
tends to be the 
least important 
information in the 
report. It usually 
updates the reader 
on up to date 
information

Tail

Headline and byline

Lead

Body

Tail

For a good tail section:
• Give the reader the 

opportunity to gain 
additional information if 
they are particularly 
interested in the topic of the 
news report;

• Include links to previous 
news reports or useful 
websites;

• Include a final quote from a 
witness or expert that helps 
to sum up the story or that 
could hint at what might 
happen next.

Usually changes tense to present tense



Example

A small group of Year 5 students from Arkwood Primary School have 
created a brilliant plan to raise money for a local charity that assists 
people in the community. Following a visit to the school from a charity 
representative, the students set out to create a way of raising much 
needed funds. 

The students presented the fundraising idea to school principal Mrs
Justine Knight, who saw great potential in the plan to sell produce from 
the school’s vegetable garden to local restaurants and, in turn, raise 
money for the local charity. She stated that ‘the children have displayed 
a true sense of community in their fundraising plan.’ Following a 
meeting with teachers, it is hoped that the students can begin to 
implement the four phase plan. ‘The school would support students 
wholly in the fund raising venture,’ Mrs Knight added.

The school is planning to sell the garden produce to two local 
restaurants, beginning in early September. For more information on this 
fundraising plan, visit the Arkwood Primary School website..

School Children Raise Funds for Local Charity
Frances Trackall, Education reporter

headline

byline

lead

body

tail



Get It Right!

Keep your most important 
information near the top 

of the report;

For a GREAT newspaper report you need to:

Cut out the less important 
sections from the bottom 
of the report if it ends up 

being too long;

Keep your sentences short 
and punchy, so that the 
report is interesting to 

your reader;

Check your spelling and 
your facts…and check 

them again!



Today’s task:
To locate and highlight the features of a 

news report

Use the key below to highlight the text

TWINKL TIMES

Colour Feature
Headline
Tail paragraph
Quotes 
Byline
Picture caption
Lead

Challenge: Maybe you can try to locate 
these in an actual newspaper article?



Lesson 2 - WALT: write a catchy headline
Below are some headlines for popular stories – what stories do you think they are for?



Lesson 2 - WALT: write a catchy headline
Below are some headlines for popular stories – what stories do you think they are for?

= Goldilocks and the 3 bears

= Cinderella

= Little Red Riding Hood

= Harry Potter

= Three little Pigs

= Snow White



What’s the Purpose of Headlines?
In the media industry, people say that headlines “tell and sell.”

‘Tell’ = telling people what the news story is about.
‘Sell’ = making people read, watch, click or listen to 

the news story.



Puntastic!
Often, print newspaper headlines contain puns to catch your eye and make you read on. 
Puns are mainly found in tabloid newspapers.
Look at these puns (some based on place names), notice how the pun 

works and imagine a news story that would go with it based on the 
puns. There’s no right or wrong answer!

Chew-Castle Udders Field!

Bucket and 
Raid

Shiver-Pool

Double 
Checker Bus

Lon-Don’t

Easter Runny



Task – try to come up with a catchier 
headline than the one below



Lesson 3- WALT: write a news article

Starter
Use your learning from last lesson 
- write 3 different headlines 
based upon ‘The Dreamgiver’.

Make it memorable and catchy!



Writing the first paragraph
The first paragraph tells us the 5 Ws of the story:

•Who
•What 
•Where
•When
•Why

It summarizes the whole story into one succinct paragraph.



Here is an example of the 
first paragraph –

Can you find the 5 W’s in 
this extract?



Lesson 3- WALT: write a news article

Below is your toolkit

To write the opening paragraph of your news article based on ‘The Dreamgiver.’

Practise Stretch Challenge
• Write headline using 

alliteration – repetition 
of the first sound 

• Focus on improvement 
of vocabulary.

• Write a short and snappy 
headline

• Focus on your use of 
different sentence 

openers .

• Write a headline including 
a pun

• Try to use complex 
conjunctions

• Vary sentence openers
• Write 2 versions of the 
opening that are different 

but contain the same 
information



Lesson 4 –WALT: use our reading comprehension skills

Vocabulary 
Infer
Predict
Explain
Retrieve
Summarise





Remind yourself 
what the letter 

means  - this will 
help you answer 

the question.

This week’s questions



Answers



Lesson 5- WALT: Use direct and reported speech

What do you think the 
character could be 
saying at this point in 
the story?

Write it out using speech 
marks



Lesson 5- WALT: use direct and reported speech
Within writing, there are two ways to narrate the words spoken by a character. These are 
called:

• direct speech
• reported  (or indirect speech )

• In a direct speech sentence, we would narrate the character’s spoken words like this:
“I bid you farewell Earthlings!” shouted Iggy from his spaceship.

• If we were writing a reported speech sentence, we would narrate the spoken words like this:
From his spaceship, Iggy bid farewell to the Earthlings. 



Using Direct Speech
Let’s look carefully at the direct speech sentence. 

What do you notice?

I bid you 
farewell 

Earthlings!

“I bid you farewell Earthlings!” shouted Iggy from his spaceship.

The exact 
words of the 
speaker are 
enclosed in 

inverted 
commas 
(speech 
marks).

In direct 
speech, the 

exact words of 
the speaker 
are quoted 

with no 
change to 

their content 
or order. 

There is often a reporting clause to 
explain who said the speech. 

Sometimes the reporting clause can 
be extended with an adverbial about 
how, where or when the speech was 

said.  
The reporting clause can appear 
before or after the spoken words 

themselves. 

The correct 
punctuation 

is used 
before the 
inverted 
commas 

close.



Using reported Speech
Now, let’s take a look at the reported (indirect speech) sentence.

How is it different to the direct speech sentence?

I bid you 
farewell 

Earthlings!

From his spaceship, Iggy bid farewell to the Earthlings.

In indirect 
speech, no 

inverted 
commas (speech 
marks) are used.

The actual words of the 
speaker are often changed. 

The spoken words need to be 
in the correct tense, extra 

words may need to be added 
and pronouns may need to be 

changed (e.g. I è Iggy). 

There are no reporting clauses 
within indirect (reported) 

speech. However, an adverb or 
prepositional phrase to explain 

more about how, where or 
when the speech was said can 

be added if needed.



Are Inverted Commas (speech marks) 
Needed?
Look at these speech sentences. Are they examples of direct or reported speech?

If they are examples of direct speech, where should we place inverted commas?
Kayla explained that she used to live in New York. 

Watch out! screamed George as he launched the frisbee. 

Guthrum announced that they should charge towards to the village. 

The doctor gently said, Open your mouth as wide as possible.



Answers
This is an example of reported speech and 

does not need inverted commas. The 
sentence is reporting what Kayla explained.

This is an example of direct speech and does 
need inverted commas around the spoken 

words. Where should they go?

This is an example of reported speech and does not 
need inverted commas. The sentence is reporting 

what Guthrum announced. 

This is an example of direct speech and does 
need inverted commas around the spoken 

words. Where should they go?

Kayla explained that she used to live in New York. 

Watch out! screamed George as he launched the frisbee. 

Guthrum announced that they should charge towards to the village. 

The doctor gently said, Open your mouth as wide as possible.



Spotting Direct
and

Reported Speech

Can you spot an example of direct speech in 
this newspaper report?

Here is a passage of direct speech. It has 
inverted commas, other speech 
punctuation and a reporting clause. 

Here is a passage of reported speech. It has 
no inverted commas or reporting clause. It 
tells the reader what Justin Gatlin promised 
his supporters. 



Changing reported Speech to direct Speech

Guthrum announced that they should charge towards to the village. 

“We should charge towards the village!” announced 
Guthrum.
What has changed? Why?

Changing Direct Speech to reported Speech

The doctor gently said, “Open your mouth as wide as possible.” 

The doctor gently told the patient that he should open his mouth as wide as 
possible.

What has changed? Why?



Task: Using the photographs below, write a direct and reported 
speech sentence based upon them



Some ideas

Direct Speech
The championship driver shrieked, 
“We won the race!”

Reported Speech
The championship driver 
shrieked that they had won the 
race. 

Direct Speech
“Say cheese, dad, ” pleaded the girl as 
she was taking the photograph.

Reported  Speech
As she was taking the photograph, 
the girl pleaded for her dad to say 
cheese. 

Direct Speech
The championship driver shrieked, 
“We won the race!”

Reported Speech
The championship driver shrieked 
that they had won the race. 



Challenging yourself in your writing.

I thought it would be helpful to include some things that you could do 
to improve your writing and to challenge yourself more.
1. Check you have a range of punctuation - ? , ! ‘’ .
2. Check you have a variety of sentence types – short, complex 

(ISAWAWABUB) and compound (FANBOYS)
3. Vary your sentence openers – ed, ing, adverbials
4. Use a thesaurus to change the verbs in your writing for more 

powerful words.
5. Check that you are using your best joined up handwriting.


