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Lesson 1 -

http://www.literacyshedblog.com/blog/teaser-trailer-the-bfg

Watch the video below – it is the trailer for the film of the BFG.

How would you feel if you saw the BFG in the street?

List your thoughts and feelings.

http://www.literacyshedblog.com/blog/teaser-trailer-the-bfg


Lesson 1 – Write a witness statement
Now imagine that you are a bystander who seems The Dreamgiver
flying through the air at night.

What would you say?

Imagine that you are 3 fictional
villagers and write an account of
what you see. See the example below

“I was glancing out of my window when all
of a sudden, a bony creature came
flying past my house, sending my laundry
swishing in the breeze”





If you remember the last lesson, we learned about direct and reported 
speech.
Remember that direct speech is where we use inverted commas (speech 
marks) and reported speech is when you report what was said.
In newspaper articles, we use a combination of the two. See below how I 
have turned the witness statement into a witness quote for a newspaper. 

“I was glancing out of my window when all
of a sudden, a bony creature came
flying past my house, sending my laundry
swishing in the breeze”

Mrs Norris, a concerned resident of
Fleetville was reported as saying, “I was 
glancing out of my window when all
of a sudden, a bony creature came
flying past my house, sending my laundry
swishing in the breeze”

Mrs Norris, a concerned resident said that 
she was looking out of her window when 
she spotted the strange creature flying
past.



WALT: Write witness statements
Today’s task:

To write 5 witness statements based upon residents 
spotting The Dreamgiver.

Use a combination of direct and reported speech.



Lesson 2- To plan a news article
Today we are going to start planning a news article based upon ‘The 
Dreamgiver’

You have already written a headline, a first paragraph and a few witness 
statements and now it is time to start putting it all together.

Try to remind yourself of the features of a news article:
- Catchy headline
- Chronological order (time order)
- Short summary paragraph to start
- Third person
- Use of quotes – direct and reported speech
- Pictures and captions



Here is aN example news report to help 
you.

You will notice that the main features 
have been highlighted in a box. 

It tells us what each paragraph includes.



Lesson 2- To plan a news article
Have a go at picking out the key details about the story on 
the boxed up planning frame. 

Remember in planning you do not need to write in full 
sentences – you are not writing out the story on the plan, 
you are writing key points and notes that you want to use.

Next lesson you will use these details and extend them into 
full sentences and publish them into a proper news article.



News report – Boxed up plan.
First Paragraph
- The Who, What, Where and when

Second Paragraph 
About the Dreamgiver being spotted 
flying around the village – include a 
witness statement

Third Paragraph
-In this paragraph talk about what 
the Dreamgiver is said to do when 
they visit the orphanage – include a 
child’s witness statement.

Fourth Paragraph
- Go back to the villagers and what 
they think – include 2 different 
witness statements.

Final paragraph
Update the reader on The 
Dreamgiver – when was it last seen 
and by who – in present tense



Lesson 3- WALT: write a news article
Go back to your plan from yesterday and add some more 

detail in a different colour.

Aim to add 5 extra notes into each section in a different 
colour – these could be adjectives, adverbials or 

conjunctions that you want to use.  



Turning your notes into a full paragraph
See below on how I have turned my planning notes into a full 

paragraph, extending them and adding detail.

Final paragraph
Update the reader on The 
Dreamgiver – when was it last seen 
and by who – in present tense

Unknown location
People are worried                           Children are not dreaming
If any info then call………..

People are fretting about the location of this 
unknown creature. It has now been three nights and 
the mysterious creature is nowhere to be seen. 
Anxious children from the village have been having 
dreamless sleep and residents are wondering if they 
will ever dream again. If you have any information 
of the whereabouts of this night time visitor then 
contact our office on 123345 67898.



Lesson 3- WALT: write a news article

Below is your toolkit

To write the full news article based on The Dreamgiver.
Use the planning frame from last lesson

Practise Stretch Challenge
• Focus on adding detail using and, 

but and so
• Perfect punctuation
• Remember your paragraphs
• One direct speech quote and 

one reported speech

• A range of different witness 
statements, perfectly 

punctuated.
• Use adverbials to describe who 

and how the characters speak
• Focus on the use of present 

tense in the last paragraph

• Use a range of sentence 
structures, with the speech in 

different places (beginning, 
middle, end of the sentence)

• Use a range of conjunctions to 
add descriptive detail

• Focus on non repetition of 
certain words – said, creature, 

children, residents



Publishing your report

It would be really good if you could publish your newspaper article on 
the computer or laptop. I have included a template to help you. If you 
want a newspaper article template to type into then you can follow the 
link below:

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1K9Ja11H2CIQsOM8k1YXfIRvAmuI7
SikF

If this link doesn’t work then search google for ’editable newspaper 
report template’

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1K9Ja11H2CIQsOM8k1YXfIRvAmuI7SikF




Lesson 4 – WALT: use our reading 
comprehension skills

Vocabulary 
Infer
Predict
Explain
Retrieve
Summarise





Remind yourself 
what the letter 

means  - this will 
help you answer 

the question.

This week’s questions



Answers



Challenging yourself in your writing.

I thought it would be helpful to include some things that you could do 
to improve your writing and to challenge yourself more.
1. Check you have a range of punctuation - ? , ! ‘’ .
2. Check you have a variety of sentence types – short, complex 

(ISAWAWABUB) and compound (FANBOYS)
3. Vary your sentence openers – ed, ing, adverbials
4. Use a thesaurus to change the verbs in your writing for more 

powerful words.
5. Check that you are using your best joined up handwriting.


