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Lesson 1 

Comprehension

Today we are going to finish reading Shackleton's Journey.
Shackleton's crew, who 
remained on Elephant 
Island, turned their 
boats upside down and 
converted them into 
shelters.

Meanwhile, Shackleton and 5 other men journeyed to South Georgia in 
search of help.
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Answer these questions in your book.

1. How did the crew on Elephant Island create shelter?

2. How many days did it take for Shackleton and the his five men to reach Haakon Bay, South Georgia?

3.'The whalers themselves thought the interior of the island to be impenetrable.' What does the 
author mean by 'impenetrable'?

4. Why did Shackleton choose Crean and Worsley to join him on the journey overland towards 
Stormness whaling station?

5. How would you describe the landscape they encounted whilst crossing South Georgia?

6. 'Then, in the distance, the vague shape of Husvik harbour emerged like a beacon of hope. Upon 
sighting the harbor, the men shook hands with one another in silence.' How does the author's use of a 
simile enhance the meaning for the reader (how does it help the reader understand the situation)?

7. What word does the author use to describe Mr Sorlle? Find and copy one word.

8. How did the Chilean government support the rescue efforts?

9. Look at the section titled 'Rescue'. How did the crew react when they saw Shackleton in his rescue 
boat?

10. Look at the section titled 'Departure'. Find and copy two words that show Shackleton wanted to 
leave the island quickly.

Look at the section titled 'The Ross Sea Party'

11. Why do we not know as much about 'The Ross Sea Party'?

12. The name of Shackleton's boat 'Endurance' was well chosen. Do you agree?

The questions are colour coded to show you which are most challenging. Practise, Stretch and 
Challenge. However, you should aim to try answering all of them.
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Lesson 2

WALT: summarise the story by writing an enticing blurb.

Find three novels in your house (preferably ones you have read) and read the 
blurb on the back of the book.

What is the point of the blurb?

What does it tell you about the story?

What doesn't it tell you about the story?

What words are used to encourage you to read the book?
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Let's look at the blurb from Wolf Brother. This is on the back of my copy (the 
brown one), but will be different on the purple copy.

Torak is alone...wounded, terrified, and on 
the run. An outcast like his father, he has 
avoided all contact with the clans. But now 
his father lies dead; slaughtered by a 
demon in the form of a great bear.

Somehow, Torak must keep going. His only 
ally is an ophanded wolf cub...

WOLF BROTHER carries you back 
thousands of years to the ancient darkness 
of te Forest, to a wold steeped in natural 
magic and elemental terror, a world in which 
trusting a friend means risking your life.

The blurb does the following:

-Introduces the main character(s)

-Sets the stage for the primary 
conflict. The primary conflict is what 
drives the story. 

-Establishes the stakes or the 
problem. 

-Shows the reader why this book is 
for them.

The blurb does not:

-Give too much detail

-Tell the reader the ending!
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Today i would like you to write a blurb for 'Schackleton's Journey'. Rememeber, 
this is a retelling of a true story.

In your book, try writing your own.

If you are struggling, have a quick read of mine on the next page. Then try writing 
your own.

Read your blurb to someone at home and show them the cover. Ask for their 
opinion. Did your blurb intrigue them?

-Introduce the main character

-Set the stage for the primary 
conflict. The primary conflict is what 
drives your story. 

-Establishes the stakes or the 
problem. 

-Shows the reader why this book is 
for them.

Try to include:

Interesting vocabulary such as 
'unchartered' 'epic' or 'deadly'

Try to think about what the most 
important or gripping parts of the story 
are. You want to hint at them, but don't 
tell the reader all about them.

You could include a question to engage the 
reader.
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In the last days of the Heroic Age of Exploration, Ernest 
Shackleton dreamed of crossing the frozen heart of Antarctica, a 
place of ferocious seas, uncharted mountains and bone-chilling cold. 

But when his ship, the Endurance, became trapped in the deadly 
grip of the ice, Shackleton‛s dreams of crossing Antarctica were 

shattered. Stranded in a cold, white world, and thousands of miles 
from home, the men of the expedition set out on a desperate trek 

across the ice in search of rescue. Will they survive?

Here is my blurb:
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Lesson 3

WALT: write a strong argument for debate

Today I would like you to do the BBC Bitesize lesson 'Writing a debate argument'. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zhmdjhv 
Use the link:

Or Google:

Or access through the website

and select:

Please complete all of the activities. 

In tomorrow's lesson we will need everything you have practised.
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Lesson 4 

WALT: write a balanced argument

We are going to discuss whether Ernest Shackleton was an 'extraordinary leader' 
or not. We talked about this a little at the beginning of our unit on Shackleton's 
Journey. Now that you know the full story, what do you think? Was Shackleton a 
good leader?

As we will be writing a balanced argument, it is important to give reasons for and 
against.

In your book: Try writing down 2 or 3 reasons why he was a great leader (for)

                        Then try writing 2 or 3 reasons he was not a good leader (against)

You do not need to give a lot of detail a this stage. Just jot down some ideas. 
Was Ernest Shackleton was an extraordinary leader?

For Against
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Was Ernest Shackleton was an extraordinary leader?

For Against

-None of his crew members died.

-He had many difficult decisions to make on his 
expedition.

-He was brave and managed to rescue the men 
on Elephant Island.

-His crew believed in him; 8 of them even signed 
up to his next expedition to Antarctica.

-Shackleton's achievements are celebrated 
worldwide, through books, films and museum 
exhibitions.

-He was wreckless and ignored advice from experts 
that the ice would be too dangerous to pass through.

-He was selfish. He allowed the Ross Sea party to 
continue their mission for two years without 
contacting them to say it would not be necessary as 
the Endurace was stuck.

-None of The Endurance crew member's died, but 
three members of the Ross Sea Party did die.

-All of the dogs died

- Too ambitious 

-He forced his crew to endure extremely dangerous 
conditions.

-He left most of his crew on Elephant Island.
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Use my ideas and your own to write a basic plan.

You will need to follow the structure, give reasons for and against, and finally, 
give a conclusion.

Practise Stretch Challenge
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Lesson 5

WALT: write a balanced argument

Today you are going to use your plan to write a balanced argument.

Make sure you expand each point you make, by including evidence or detail. Here is 
an example.

Firstly, not one of Shackleton's crew members died. This is due to the fact that Shackleton was a 
master at making difficult decisions in extremely difficult circumstances; when making difficult 
decisions, he always put the safety of his crew first, including when he risked his own life by travelling 
to South Georgia on the rescue mission. No matter how perilous the situation Shackleton and his crew 
found themselves in, this great leader always made the right decision at the right time, such abandoning 
the Endurance and creating the first camp on the ice, just before the Endurance was crushed.

As you can see, this is one of my points. I would now go on to make a further two 
points. 

Toolkit:


	Page 1: May 13-11:35
	Page 2: May 13-12:03
	Page 3: May 13-12:11
	Page 4: May 13-12:14
	Page 5: May 13-12:15
	Page 6: May 13-12:17
	Page 7: May 13-12:47
	Page 8: May 13-12:50
	Page 9: May 13-12:52
	Page 10: May 13-13:34
	Page 11: May 13-14:03
	Page 12: May 13-12:16
	Page 13: May 13-11:39
	Page 14: May 13-15:04
	Page 15: May 13-15:17

