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Lesson 1 - WALT: use adjectives and similes

Task 1:
Pick out all the nouns on the
monster (eyes, claws, legs 
etc…)

Task 2:
For every noun, come up with 3 
different adjectives

When we started this unit, we learned about describing a character and we are going to 
continue to improve our character descriptions this week.



Lesson 1 - WALT: use adjectives and similes
When we are describing a character, we start like in the previous activity – we 
think about all the attributes of the character that we could describe and describe 
these.
We then progress this by using figurative language.

Now:
1. Think of 3 similes to describe parts of the monster (compare parts of the

monster to something.
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Lesson 1 - WALT: use adjectives and similes
Writing an effective simile
Try to avoid the obvious when you are writing a simile. For example:

‘ The monster’s eyes are round like a football’
Instead:
Think beyond the obvious and extend this using a conjunction: For example:

‘The monster’s eye was like a chipped emerald which glimmers in the darkness.
In the example above you will notice that I have tried to think of something that is green 

– an emerald. I have then thought about what the emerald could do and used the 
conjunction ‘which’ to add extra information.



Today’s task
1. Draw your own monster – try to make it as scary as possible
2. Pick out the key features
3. Write adjectives for each of the key features
4. Choose 3 adjectives and turn these into extended similes
5. If you want to challenge yourself try to think of strong verbs to 

describe how the monster does things (flies, eats, claws 
etc…)



Lesson 2- WALT: use personification



How could we use personification to describe these pictures?



Some ideas:

The cake called my 
name.

The door protested at 
being shut.

The rain hit the 
children on their head.



Activity –Match the objects to the personification description
Some of these are tricky – but think about what makes most sense



Choose a picture and a verb and come up with a personification sentence to 
describe it. For example: The summer sun hugged the meadow.



Answers



Lesson 3- WALT: use personification

Last lesson we looked at what personification is and how 
to use it.

Today we are going to apply that to our descriptions of 
our monsters.



Activity  – Go back to your picture from yesterday and 
have a go at writing 3 personification sentences.

A few examples to help:

Bright, wiry hair stood on end, 
reaching for the sky.

His vibrant, crimson tongue beckoned 
his enemies.

The monster’s sharp claws punctured 
the flesh. 



Lesson 4 –WALT: use our reading comprehension skills

Vocabulary 
Infer
Predict
Explain
Retrieve
Summarise





This week’s questions

Remind yourself
what the letter

means - this will 
help you answer 

the question.



Answers



Lesson 5- WALT: describe a character
Today we are going to add together all the features to write our 
own amazing character description.

So far, we have learned about:
•Adjectives
•Similes

•Strong verbs
•Personification



Have a look at these examples on how writers combine many features to create an effective 
character description

Harry Potter and the Philosopher's  
Stone by J. K. Rowling 

‘He was a big, beefy man with 
hardly any neck, although he did 
have a very large moustache. Mrs. 
Dursley was thin and blonde and 
had nearly twice the usual amount 
of neck, which came in very useful 
as she spent so much of her time 
craning over garden fences, spying 
on the neighbours.’ (p. 1) 
‘A giant of a man was standing in 
the doorway. His face was almost 
completely hidden by a long, shaggy 
mane of hair and a wild, tangled 
beard, but you could make out his 
eyes, glinting like black beetles 
under all the hair.’ (p. 46)

From Holes by Louis Sachar

‘They were dripping with sweat, and their 
faces were so dirty that it took Stanley a 
moment to notice that one kid was white and 
the other black.’ (p. 17) 
‘Madame Zeroni had dark skin and a very wide 
mouth. When she looked at you, her eyes 
seemed to expand, and you felt like she was 
looking right through you.’ (p. 29)



Have a look at these examples on how writers combine many features to create an effective 
character description

From The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn by Mark Twain

‘He was most fifty, and he looked it. His 
hair was long and tangled and greasy, 
and hung down, and you could see his 

eyes shining through like he was behind 
vines. It was all black, no gray; so was 

his long, mixed-up whiskers. There 
warn’t no color in his face, where his 

face showed; it was white; not like 
another man’s white, but a white to 
make a body sick, a white to make a 

body’s flesh crawl – a tree-toad white, a 
fish-belly white. As for his clothes – just 

rags, that was all. He had one ankle 
resting on t’other knee; the boot on 
that foot was busted, and two of his 
toes stuck through, and he worked 

them now and then. His hat was laying 
on the floor – an old black slouch with 

the top caved in, like a lid.’ (p. 11)

From Look Homeward, Angel by Thomas Wolfe

‘My brother Ben’s face, thought Eugene, is like a 
piece of slightly yellow ivory; his high white head 
is knotted fiercely by his old man’s scowl; his 
mouth is like a knife, his smile the flicker of light 
across a blade. His face is like a blade, and a knife, 
and a flicker of light: it is delicate and fierce, and 
scowls beautifully forever, and when he fastens 
his hard white fingers and his scowling eyes upon 
a thing he wants to fix, he sniffs with sharp and 
private concentration through his long, pointed 
nose…his hair shines like that of a young boy—it 
is crinkled and crisp as lettuce.’ (p. 135)



Task: to combine all the elements to write a description of your monster
Here is my example – have a look at how I have tried to combine all the 
features:

In the darkness, two giant slits of vivid yellow 
illuminates the dense forest. Slowly and steadily 

this beast of a creature emerges from the 
cavernous enclosure. The size of a twenty houses 
piled on top of each other, the hideous monster 

towers over everyone and everything. Like 
emeralds mined from the deepest depths, the 

creature’s eyes are intoxicating and seem to 
hypnotize you with t heir dazzling brightness.  

Pounding the ground beneath him, the beast’s 
eight feet steamrollered the thicket. 

Colour Features

adjectives

similes

personification

adverbials

Key



Lesson 5- WALT: describe a character

Below is your toolkit
Task: to write a paragraph to describe your monster

Practise Stretch Challenge
• Perfect punctuation
• At least 8 adjectives 

used
• One simile included

• Variety of adverbials –
commas perfectly used
• At least 8 adjectives
• 3 strong verbs

• 2 interesting similes

• Adverbials used at the 
start and within 

sentences
• A variety of strong 

adjectives and verbs
• 2 interesting similes
• Personification used 

effectively


