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COVID-19 Behaviour Policy Appendix 

Mission Statement 
 
At Emmanuel School, broad opportunities are provided for individuals to develop their full potential and 
allow them to be healthy, happy and secure. 
 
Building on our Christian ethos and in partnership with the whole school community, we provide a 
stimulating and caring environment where individuals are valued and nurtured morally, spiritually and 
academically.  We stress the fundamental principle; 
 

“Always treat others as you would like them to treat you” Matthew 7:12 
 
Context  
 
In light of Covid-19 and the subsequent need for children to behave differently when they return to school 
due to the situational health and safety measures now in place, this annex supplements our Behaviour 
Policy. Whilst we remain committed to promoting positive learning behaviour, given current 
circumstances, it is imperative we protect the health and safety of the whole school community. In line 
with our risk assessment for the safe re-entry of pupils into our school, the following principles will be 
implemented. 
 
 
Mental Health & Well-being  
 
The past few months have been challenging for most people, and many families are likely to have 
experienced bereavement, loss, anxiety or other forms of trauma. The school’s first priority is the 
wellbeing of all children and staff. We should not assume that all children will return to school 
traumatised, but we will be alert to signs that children are feeling vulnerable. School-based behaviours 
that can be symptoms of trauma include: 

 Separation anxiety 

 Irritability 

 Aggressive behaviour 

 Fearfulness 

 Daydreaming, inattention or dissociation 

 Sadness 

 Controlling or over-permissive relationships with peers 

 Tearfulness 
 
Our staff will spend time talking to the children about their experiences and we will use resources such 
as Social Stories to support children in understanding the reasoning behind the new routines. A ‘return 
to school’ Social Story has been uploaded to our school website and a Social Story to support those 
children not returning can also be downloaded. As each year group returns, parents/carers will receive a 
tailored Social Story for their particular class with photographs and some of the rules so that children are 
prepared for the changes.  
 
Where a child is displaying symptoms of trauma regularly, staff will use CPOMS to record this and share 
with the school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead (in line with the school’s Safeguarding Policy), who can 
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then take appropriate action including seeking support where necessary. 
 
Establishing New Routines 

In order to minimise the risk of transmitting COVID-19 to others in school, it is necessary to establish new 
routines around:  

 Hygiene (including hand washing; use of tissues; not sharing equipment or other items; use of 
toilets, cleaning surfaces etc.)  

 Maintaining social distance with adults and children in other classes (‘bubbles’)  

 Maximising social distance within the bubble (including spacing between desks, distance when 
lining up to move around school) 

 
Key routines will be explicitly and regularly taught to children, including age-appropriate discussion of the 
rationale behind each routine (e.g. “we wash our hands with soap to get rid of germs that could make us 
and other people ill”). This will form an integral part of the school curriculum in the first weeks of June 
2020. 
 
 
Arrival and Departure  

All children and parents must follow the arrival and departure routines as outlined in the letter sent 
home. It is essential that children arrive and are collected at their designated time. This is for health and 
safety reasons as bubbles of children cannot mix. We ask that children and parents follow the directional 
system on entry and exit using the markers to keep a 2 metre distance between themselves and others.  
 
‘Bubble’ Groups 

Children have been places in smaller groups called ‘bubbles’. They will remain in these bubbles and are 
not to mix with any other groups of children. The school has adapted their timetables to ensure bubbles 
do not mix.  
 
Children are expected to follow instructions about where it is safe to sit or play, as well as the equipment 
they are allowed to use, at all times, including break and lunch times.  
 
Children must move around the school under the supervision of an adult only, and adhering to the specific 
instructions provided by staff (for example, one-way system, out of bounds areas, queuing). 
 
Children will be provided with individual packs containing an exercise book and stationary. They should 
only use further resources when instructed by an adult.   
 
No items from home can be brought to school except a packed lunch/snack. These must not be shared 
under any circumstances. Children are to being a water bottle and their P.E Kit on their first day. These 
will remain in school.  
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Hygiene  
 
All children must follow instructions on hygiene, such as regular handwashing and sanitising when 
requested.  
 
Children must observe the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ expectations - sneezing into a tissue, covering their mouth 
when they cough (preferably with a tissue), disposing of tissues immediately in the designated tissue bin 
in their classroom and washing their hands straight after. They should also avoid touching their mouth, 
nose and eyes with hands. Reminders will be given frequently throughout the day.  
 
School uniform should be washed and changed regularly.  
 
COVID-19 Case 

Children must tell an adult if they are feeling unwell. If school identifies a child with symptoms of COVID-

19, they will contact the parent/carer to immediately collect their child from school. The parent/carer 

must then organise for their child to be tested (details of this will be given).  

 

Parents/careers must inform the school if their child tests positive for COVID-19 or if they have been told 

to self isolate following a track and trace alert. Any confirmed case of COVID-19 in the bubble will result 

in the entire bubble, including staff, being sent home for 14 days isolation. Parents/carers cannot bring 

their child in to school at this time; this includes children of key workers and vulnerable children.  
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Behaviour Breeches and Sanctions 

Our school behaviour expectations, detailed in our Behaviour Policy, still apply and we expect children to 
adhere to the school rules. If a child is displaying negative behaviour, staff will use positive behaviour 
strategies and the sanctions in the policy where necessary.  
 
If there is a serious incident this will lead to a reflection. This will ordinarily happen within the classroom 
where the child is usually based, and supervised by one of their class bubble adults. The member of staff 
will record it on CPOMS and communicate it to the parent. 
 
If it becomes necessary to withdraw a child from class due to dangerous or disruptive behaviour, this 
should be referred to the Headteacher or Deputy Headteacher who will make a decision on appropriate 
action to take. The Headteacher or Deputy Headteacher will ensure that any environment a child is 
withdrawn to is safe and has appropriate social distancing in place, including appropriate supervision.  
 
A serious incident includes if a child purposely coughs, spits or deliberately breeches social distancing 
guidelines. If this happens, the child will need to be collected by a parent/carer immediately and will not 
be allowed back on site until their behaviour is deemed to be safe.  
 
Repeated or serious refusal to follow adult instructions, which compromises the health and safety of the 
whole school community, will also result in your child needing to be collected by a parent/carer 
immediately. They will not be allowed back on site until their behaviour is deemed to be safe. 
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