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Thursday 4th June 2020 

 
Introduction of Google Classroom for Home Learning 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
From Monday 8th June, we will begin using ‘Google Classroom’ to deliver our home learning to pupils in Nursery and 
Years 1-5.  Please read the information below carefully, as well as the attached parent/pupil guide, which gives you 
step-by-step instructions on how to access and use the features of Google Classroom.  A video version of this guide will 
be available on the homepage of our school website by the end of this week. 
 
What is Google Classroom? 
Google Classroom is a free web service for schools that streamlines the process of sharing lessons between teachers 
and pupils.  It also allows for improved communication between teachers and children as it allows teachers to provide 
feedback to pupils in various ways. 
 
Your child’s login details are attached to this email. 
 
What lessons will be available and when? 
Every Sunday evening, your child’s lessons for the week will be uploaded to Google Classroom in the form of a video, 
PowerPoint or PDF.  Each day, there will be one maths lesson, one literacy lesson and one foundation subject lesson 
(including Nursery Class).  On some, but not all of these lessons, you will hear the teacher’s voice explaining the 
learning. The lessons are not ‘live’ and so your child is free to complete them at any point during the day or week.  As 
before, if your child does not complete any or all of the work set, that is okay; please do not worry. 
 
Marking and Feedback 
Each day, your child will be able to send their teacher one piece of work (specified by the teacher) for feedback. This 
can be a photo of their work that can be uploaded to Google Classroom or in some cases, a Google document or PDF.  
Teachers will provide feedback by the end of the week.  Any work sent to the teacher on a Friday will be responded to 
by the following Monday.  The aim of teacher feedback is to encourage and motivate your child and to recognise their 
effort.  When writing tasks are marked each week, this will be in more detail.   
 
‘My child is finding the work difficult.  Help!’ 
Between 11.30am and 12pm every week day, your child’s class teacher will login to Google Classroom.  If your child is 
finding some of the learning difficult, they will be able to post a comment (visible to the class) under the ‘Stream’ and 
the teacher will respond.  Please don’t worry if your child misses this time slot, the teacher will be available again the 
next day at the same time.  See the parent guide for more information. 

 
‘What will happen to the Zoom ‘Class Catch-ups’ and the fortnightly phone calls?’ 
The Zoom ‘Class Catch-ups’ will continue each week at the same times as usual for each class apart from Nursery, who 
will have their Zoom with Mrs Przybylska every Friday morning from Friday 11th June.  Nursery parents, please look out 
for the new Zoom invite.  The fortnightly phone calls will cease.  However, each day, your child will be asked to 
complete a ‘well-being check in’ on Google Classroom and if necessary, your child’s teacher may give them a phone 
call.   
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‘I don’t have a tablet or computer for my child to access Google Classroom’ 
As the lessons are not live, the children can access the learning at any point during the day convenient to your family’s 
personal situation. However, if you do not have any devices for your child to use other than a mobile phone, please 
contact the school office at admin@emmanuel.camden.sch.uk as we have a limited number of devices we can loan to 
families who are in particular need. 
 
We are looking into using other features of Google Classroom e.g. ‘Google Meets’ to replace Zoom, but please bear 
with us!  We are a small, one-form entry school with limited resources and it has taken a lot of work to get us this far.  
There will inevitably be teething problems with Google Classroom, which we will endeavour to resolve as promptly as 
we can.  However, please be aware that we do not have a specialist IT department to call upon to respond to your 
queries; it will be the teachers, who themselves have only had limited training with this online platform.  In advance, 
we appreciate your patience, understanding and sense of perspective as we navigate this unchartered territory 
together. 
 
Please now read the attached parent/pupil guide and practise logging in to Google Classroom over the weekend but 
remember that lessons will not be available until Sunday evening. 
 
I hope your child enjoys and benefits from using Google Classroom. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
 
 
Miss C Burns 
Deputy Head Teacher 
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