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Friday 8th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Happy New Year and well done on surviving the first week of lockdown!  It’s been a busy start to the 
new year in school and I must say that managing a school closure was not on my wish list of tasks for 
the first week of my acting headship!  Thank you so much to those parents and carers who have sent 
messages of support to myself and the staff team; they are much appreciated by us all. 
 
As you know, school is now closed for most pupils until at least February half-term.  However, we are 
open for the children of critical workers and vulnerable children and this week, we have had over 50 
children in school, with staff, including class teachers, on a rota. 
   
Remote Learning 
Since Tuesday, work has been available to all pupils on Google Classroom and it is updated each 
school day.  I am acutely aware that what we are providing on Google Classroom will suit some 
families and not others; for some of you, there may be too much work and for others, there may too 
little.  Whilst some children will be able to access the work set independently, some children may 
require more support.  I appreciate this is far from ideal for all of us. 
 
However, I would ask for your patience as we respond to this ever-changing situation;  this time last 
week we thought we would be open for all pupils; last Friday night we were informed school would 
be closed for two weeks and it was only on Monday night that schools found out that we will be 
closed until half-term.  We will of course make adjustments to our remote learning where we can: 
 
 From next week, class teachers will host a zoom ‘catch-up’ for pupils in their class on either 

Wednesday or Thursday, where children can talk to their teacher and friends.  Please do check the 
class stream, where teachers will post the invite. 

 From Monday 18th January, work will released at 6pm the night before it is due to be completed.   
Thank you to parents for this suggestion and we hope it will enable you to explain the lessons to 
your children where necessary, especially if you have work calls each morning.   

 
We will also be looking to introduce more interactive elements as time goes on but at the moment, 
we cannot provide live lessons as not all of our pupils have a device of their own and many families 
are sharing devices between siblings or between parents and children.  Moreover, as we have a high 
number of children in school, class teachers are also in school each week and are therefore not 
available to provide live lessons each day to the children at home.  I want to assure you we are doing 
our very best at this challenging time to balance the needs of the children we have in school with the 
children who are at home but please be aware that each school is in a different position as to what it 
can offer in terms of its remote learning depending on its unique set of circumstances. 
 
I would also ask that parents are mindful of the number of messages they are sending to teachers via 
Google Classroom.  Please do get in touch via the school office if you have an urgent request. 
 
If your child requires any exercise books or stationary, these are available to collect from the school 
reception. 
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Devices 
As the lessons on Google Classroom are not live, children can access the learning at any point during 
the day convenient to your family’s personal situation. However, if you do not have any devices for 
your child to use other than a mobile phone, or if you have several children and there are not enough 
devices for them to share, please contact the school office at admin@emmanuel.camden.sch.uk as we 
have a number of devices we can loan to families who are in particular need. 
 
Data Allowance 
The government has announced that schools can request mobile data increases for children who do 
not have fixed broadband at home or cannot afford additional data for their devices. If this applies to 
your family, please contact the office with the following information and we will make an application 
on your behalf: 
 the name of the account holder 
 the number of the mobile device 
 the mobile network of that device (for example Three) 
 
Free School Meals 
The government has indicated there will be the introduction of a national voucher scheme for free 
school meal (FSM) pupils who are home.  In the meantime, we have ordered food hampers for FSM 
pupils and these should arrive in school on Tuesday.  We will contact parents and carers of FSM 
pupils when they arrive and please bring a bag with you to collect the food.  There is also a food bank 
in Camden should families need further support and more information can be found at 
https://camden.foodbank.org.uk/ 
 
Critical workers 
Thank you to the critical workers who have been in contact following the email I sent yesterday 
regarding provision in school.  If other critical worker families are able to make adjustments to their 
childcare arrangements over the coming weeks, that would be greatly appreciated.  Please do contact 
the office ASAP via admin@emmanuel.camden.sch.uk  I’m afraid I am unable to inform parents of the 
rota of staff we have in school each day as it is subject to frequent change as our numbers in school 
increase.  Thank you for your understanding. 
 
Well-being 
Please find attached the latest well-being update from our school ELSA, Mrs Watkins.  I would like to 
add that whilst the government has made it a requirement for schools to provide remote learning, I 
would advise parents and carers to only do what is manageable for their family.  Many of you will be 
juggling home learning with your own work so please do not put any unnecessary pressure on 
yourselves as a family.  If your child does not complete all of the work set each day, that is okay, 
please do not worry. 
 
Finally, I would like to share Bishop Nick Baines’ recent thought for the day in which he reminded us 
that although it can seem as if there is no light at the end of the tunnel, it is not because the light is 
not there, it is because the tunnel is not straight.  I am not sure any of us envisaged just how many 
twists and turns the tunnel we are in actually has, but you and your families are very much in my 
thoughts as we continue to look for that light that will eventually come. 
 
With my best wishes, 

 
Miss Burns 
Acting Head Teacher 
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